
 
      

Spring 2026 EMWPA Newsle5er 
 
LOOKING BACK . . . 
 
Since the beginning of the year, East Mountain neighbors are con5nuing their fuels mi5ga5on work. 
§ Bernalillo County Commissioner Eric Olivas has supported residents' property cleanup by making Bernalillo 

County Tijeras Transfer Sta5on vouchers available at no charge this year.  
§ U5lizing Wildfire Risk Reduc5on (WRR) fuels grant funding from New Mexico Coun5es, EMWPA coordinated 

right-of-way clearing in Forest Park and Sierra Vista South as well as fuels reduc5on in the Pine Ridge and 
David Canyon Firewise areas by funding a contractor with chipper.   

§ Ciudad SWCD partnered with 6 neighborhoods for chipper events--Sierra Vista Estates, Sierra Vista South, 
Sierra Vista West, Fox Hills, The Woodlands, and Sandia Knolls.   

 
CIUDAD SWCD 
East Mountain Free Green Waste Days is your chance to haul as much slash as you 
can to the Tijeras transfer sta5on.  This event is brought to you by Bernalillo County, 
Commissioner Eric Olivas, Ciudad SWCD, and New Mexico Coun5es.  Flyer 
Ciudad also partnered with 55 different private landowners between October and 
April to complete forest health thinning projects on 240 acres, more than three 
times their previous best in a season--70 acres.  
Neighborhood leaders and champions are encouraged to reach out to Ciudad 
forestry staff to coordinate chipper events for the upcoming fall and winter season.  
Ciudad staff 
 
SPRING PROGRAMS 
EMWPA hosted multiple learning opportunities for East Mountain residents by utilizing New Mexico Counties' 
WRR education grant along with a microgrant from Fire Adapted Communities New Mexico (FACNM).   
January: Presentations included the Spring Weather Outlook, Ciudad SWCD's Forest Health Program, and Sandia 
Ranger District's Hazardous Fuels Program presented by the Sandia District Ranger.   
February:  Presentations included Residential Insurance Concerns presented by NM Office of Superintendent of 
Insurance and Acuity Insurance followed by PANO/Wildfire Monitoring presented by NM Forestry Division, PNM 
operations details in the East Mountain wildland-urban interface (WUI).   
March:  Presentations included the Emergency Evacuation Planning Workshop, including Go Bag Creation, and 
the Forest Health, Drought, and Bark Beetles program.   
April:  Programs included the Home Hazard Assessment Workshop and a Community CPR course. 
 
On March 10-11 hosted at Sandia Ranger Sta5on, the Forest Service funded Assessing Structure Igni5on 
Poten5al, a Na5onal Fire Protec5on Associa5on (NFPA) course, which included a field por5on.  A_endees 
included East Mountain representa5ves from EMWPA's board, Ciudad, and Bernalillo County Fire & Rescue.  
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BE AWARE!  TAKE ACTION TO PREPARE!! 
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8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
throughMay 10

Call 505.281.9110

Free
Drop Off

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

Bernalillo County, County Commissioner Eric C. Olivas, 
and Ciudad Soil & Water Conservation District

Reduce overall density of 
surrounding forest.

Sweep roof and
clean out gutters .

Dispose of al l result ing 
slash and debris .

Reduce ‘ ladder-fuels’  leaves, 
dead branches,  brush,  etc .

https://emifpa.org/emifpawp/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/GreenWasteDaysSpring2026.pdf
https://www.ciudadswcd.org/staff
https://emifpa.org/emifpawp/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ASIP-flyer.pdf
https://emifpa.org/emifpawp/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ASIP-flyer.pdf


NEW MEXICO FIRE ADAPTED LEARNING NETWORK highlights ac5ons that other New Mexico communi5es are 
taking to become wildfire ready.  We'll con5nue sharing their important topics with you via EMWPA email list. 

 
Wildfire Wednesday newsle_er is published several 5mes monthly.  Each issue offers 
current informa5on and new ideas on hazard mi5ga5on work by homeowners 
throughout the state.  Take a closer look at Wildfire Wednesday #182, which offers 5ps 
on wildfire preven5on, mi5ga5on, and educa5on.  
 
The Spark is a monthly 1-page bulle5n to support you in communica5ng wildfire 
preparedness.  We want to highlight the January issue here, which focuses on ember 
a_ack and home hardening.   
 
 

FROM BERNALILLO COUNTY -- Wildfire Danger Grows in Bernalillo County As Warm, Dry, Spring Hits – 
On May 2, the Albuquerque Journal published this guest column wri_en by Chief Zack Lardy, Bernalillo County 
Fire & Rescue, and Director Tom Walmsley, Jr., Bernalillo County Department of Emergency Management.  Their 
words reinforce our ongoing request of East Mountain residents--BE AWARE!  TAKE ACTION TO PREPARE!   
 
LOOKING AHEAD . . . 
 
May 9: "Really--Are You Ready?" features an update on the seasonal weather 
outlook by Kerry Jones detailing temperature and moisture outlooks for this summer, 
an update on Team Rubicon's upcoming work in East Mountain neighborhoods in 
May, and a Home Hazard Assessment presenta5on explaining Home Igni5on Zones 
and ember fire threat.  The program will be held from 9:00-12:00 at Los Vecinos 
Community Center in Tijeras.  Flyer              
      
May 29-31:  EMWPA will be supporRng Team Rubicon deployment to Sandia 
Knolls to help senior homeowners with property cleanup and fuels mi5ga5on.   
 
June 4:  A field trip this day will supplement the April 11 "Understanding Home 
Hazard Assessment Workshop" for neighborhood leads.  Josh Skrondahl, Bernalillo 
County Fire & Rescue wildland coordinator, will conduct a "walk through" at an East 
Mountain property to perform an actual home hazard assessment using 
How-To Prepare My Home Checklist and Home Hazard Assessment Guide. 
 
June 6:  Wildfire Emergency EvacuaRon URlizing "Ready, Set, Go!" -- EMWPA will repeat this program based on 
overall response and the upcoming fire season.  The program will focus on wildfire emergency evacua5on based 
on "Ready, Set, Go!" and New Mexico's Evacua5on Workbook, along with Go Bag crea5on and distribu5on.  The 
program will be held from 9:00-12:00 at Los Vecinos Community Center in Tijeras.   
 
Neighbors Support -- How can we help?  
EMWPA is ac5vely funding a contractor with chipper for 2 property cleanups in May.  Also, we are providing a 
truck with dump trailer to assist with "Neighbors Helping Neighbors" property cleanup as well as other logis5cal 
support for property cleanup in your neighborhood--hand tools, gloves, and funding.  If you're interested, have a 
need, or have ques5ons, contact us:  EMWPA.2023@gmail.com. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Ember attack is responsible for 80% of
homes that burn in a wildfire.

Embers can be as big as a fist and can
travel up over a mile ahead of a fire’s
front.

Jack Cohen and other scientists’ research
led to our understanding of ember wash
and home ignition .

HARDEN YOUR HOME
Clean roofs and gutters of debris
Repair loose or missing shingles
Cover vents with 1/8-inch screening
Move flammable materials from exterior
walls: mulch, plants, firewood piles, even
trash cans. Remove anything stored under
decks/porches.
Screen or box-in areas below patios/decks
to prevent embers from accumulating

Sometimes, big things come in small packages: Embers
are the leading cause of ignition and responsible for 80%
of homes lost during wildfire. Embers are small airborne
pieces of burning vegetation that can fly over a mile ahead
of a wildfire and embed in leaf litter, shrubs, vents, decks,
or uncapped roof ridges. 
Protecting your home largely comes down to factors you
can control. Small changes around your property can have
huge impacts. Creating a buffer zone doubles the
likelihood that your home will survive a wildfire, a 2021
study showed. That buffer, called the Home Ignition Zone,
is the 100-foot radius around your home where nearly all
ignition potential falls into two categories: building
materials and the surrounding vegetation.
Home hardening methods like capping roof openings,
checking for proper ventilation screening, and swapping
combustible building materials for fire-retardant ones can
prevent embers from igniting decks, fences, or furniture.
Clearing your gutters every spring is a great first step.

The 0-5 foot zone around the walls of your home is the
single most important area to clear of any vegetation
or flammable material. This means clearing pine duff
and mulch and removing grasses, shrubs, and trees. 
In the 20-100 foot area of your yard, reducing ignition
risk comes down to common yard work. This doesn’t
mean stripping this broader area completely: You can
keep grasses mowed, limb up trees 6 to 10 feet off the
ground, and keep firewood piles away from any
structures. 

Remember, no home is an island: Talk to your neighbors
about hardening their homes and consider becoming a
certified Firewise USA community. The IBHS Wildfire
Prepared Homes Program is another avenue for a
defensible space certificate to share with your insurance
agent. If you’d like an expert’s eyes, reach out to your local
fire department for a fire-risk overview.

THE SPARK

 January 2026The Spark: Wildfire Preparedness is Year Round 

Why it Burns, How it Burns: Ember Attack and Home
Hardening

 Embers igniting vegetation in the 0-5 foot zone.

Digital Version

https://facnm.org/news-2
https://facnm.org/news/2026/4/8/wildfire-wednesday-182
https://facnm.org/news/2026/4/20/the-spark-wildfire-preparedness-is-year-round-april
https://emifpa.org/emifpawp/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Spark-Jan-ember.pdf
https://www.abqjournal.com/opinion/opinion-wildfire-season-is-here-were-ready-are-you/3033278
https://emifpa.org/emifpawp/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/May9_Wx-TR-HHA-flyer.pdf
https://wildfireprepared.org/wp-content/uploads/WPH-How-To-Prepare-My-Home-Checklist.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a54f5a7f09ca43eb4829c08/t/69cd4b0e1374ef3ad08137fd/1775061774424/FINAL_1.2026+edits_HHA+Guide+%281%29.pdf
mailto:EMWPA.2023@gmail.com

